=" From here
- W
Eet e To here

BIBLICAL SURVEY
Abraham, Archaeology, and History
(Part 2)

Biblical-1 iteracy.com

© Copyright 2010 by W. Mark Lanier Permission hereby granted to reprint this

document in its entirety without change, with reference given, and not for financial
profit.



Bulldozers are
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Radiocarbon dating
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Today we finish our look at Abraham in
light of archaeology
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Abraham’s Options
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“Eliezer of
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Abraham’s Options



Hagar — substitute

wife
(Gen. 16:4-6)
“Eliezer of T+ Wait on the
Damascus” LORD
(Gen. 15:2-3) (Gen. 17:15-21)

Abraham’s Options



Code of Hammurabi
(1790 BC)

282 laws on an 8’ rock
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“Eliezer of

Damascus”
(Gen. 15:2-3)

Law 185: “If a man take in his name
a young child as a son and rear him,
one may not bring claim for that
adopted son”
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Hagar — substitute
wife
(Gen. 16:4-6)

Law 146: “If a man take a wife and she give a
maid servant to her husband, and that maid
servant bear children and afterwards would
take rank with her mistress; because she has
borne children, her mistress may not sell her for
money, but she may reduce her to bondage
and count her among the maid servants.”
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Covenants

(That which bound 2 parties together)

1 With Abimelek
(King of Gerar)

2 With God




Covenants

(That which bound 2 parties together)

1 With Abimelek
(King of Gerar)

< Also called a “treaty”

2 With God










Why do we
care?
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It is popular among scholars to
believe Abraham was “fictional”




Covenants

1 With Abimelek Recent Archaeological
(King of Gerar) evidence indicates these

treaties were unique to
2 With God the time of the patriarchs
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Treaty

Formula
1. Witnhesses “Swear to me by God”
2. Oath “Swear to me by God”
3. Stipulations “You will not...”
4. Ceremony <Sheep and oxen exchange
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1. Promise from Innumerable offspring

deity to human The land of Canaan
2. Confirming sign < Smoking fire pot/torch
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1. Promise from < Father of nations

deity to human

2. Confirming sign < Name change
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Personal
Religious
Covenant Covenant— Gen 17/

1. Promise from Kings will descend
deity to human <The promise will be filled

2. Confirming sign< Circumcision




Points for home

“The word of the Lord came to Abram”
(Gen. 15:1)



Points for home

“The word of the Lord came to Abram”
(Gen. 15:1)

Listen for God



Points for home

“My covenant is with you, and you
shall be...” (Gen. 13:8)



Points for home

“My covenant is with you, and you
shall be...” (Gen. 13:8)

“God don’t make promises that he
don’t keep” —Bob Dylan



Points for home

“Behold the days are coming, says
the Lord, when | will make a new
covenant” (Jer. 31:31)



Points for home

“Behold the days are coming, says
the Lord, when | will make a new
covenant” (Jer. 31:31)

Embrace God and trust him






Read Genesis 24-28
Email me your thoughts!
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