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Lesson 13

The Apologists - Part One
Justin Martyr
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(απολογια)
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Justin’s First Apology
Written 155 ish

To: Emperor Antoninus Pius 
and “philosopher” sons

On behalf of “those unjustly 
hated and grossly abused 

… myself being one of 
them”
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Not asking for sympathy or 
pity … merely justice

“If, you’re pious …
If you’re a 

philosopher who 
loves truth…”
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Worship the 

Creator

Defends 
against 
charges

• Ignore the pagan 
myths
• Are those idols 
real?
• Don’t be naïve 
about demons!
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God’s provisions
• Turn the other 
cheek

• Go the extra mile
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taxes
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Consider the 
Christians before 

Christ
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his basis for 
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Final Notes

• Baptism much like the Didache
• The Lord’s Supper
• “You are able to kill us, but not to hurt 

us!”
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Points for Home

• Christ truly gives life meaning
• God is above all and with all
• Faith in Christ is a rationale answer
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