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Teenager:

Harsh Father 
and a frustrated 
Christian walk
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Young Man:

A monastic life



Anselm settles at Bec
Monastery in Normandy



Anselm settles at Bec
Monastery in Normandy



Anselm settles at Bec
Monastery in Normandy

Home



Anselm settles at Bec
Monastery in Normandy

Home

Abbey



Anselm settles at Bec
Monastery in Normandy

Home

Abbey



Anselm Archbishop at 
Canterbury

Home

Abbey



Anselm Archbishop at 
Canterbury

Home

Abbey

Canterbury



Why study Anselm?



Why study Anselm?



Why study Anselm?

Discourse on the 
Existence of God



Why study Anselm?

Discourse on the 
Existence of God

Why God Became 
Man



Anselm’s Approach



Anselm’s Approach

Scripture is 
absolute truth



Anselm’s Approach

Scripture is 
absolute truth

So we can use logic 
(sola ratione) to 

arrive at the 
conclusions of 

scripture



Anselm’s Approach

Scripture is 
absolute truth

So we can use logic 
(sola ratione) to 

arrive at the 
conclusions of 

scripture

“If I say something 
that unquestionably 
contradicts Sacred 

Scripture, I am 
certain that it is 

false”
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faith we do not strive to 

understand what we 
believe.”



On the Existence of God

“Christians ought to 
study to understand 
why they believe!”
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God: the greatest thing 
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Everyone can think of 
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thing imaginable

Some believe that God 
really exists

So these people 
are thinking of 

something greater 
than these 
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Why God Became Man

Written for two 
reasons:

1. Believers should 
delight in understanding 

our doctrines

2. “Be ready to give a 
satisfactory answer to 
everyone who asks a 
reason for our hope”
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Could God have 
redeemed man 
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Sin is the failure 
to give infinite 

GodGod what is His, 
what He is due

In this sense, sin is 
stealing from God
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Could God have 
redeemed man 
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God does what 
is “fitting” …

Infinite stealing 
demands infinite 

justice
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3. “Vicarious 
Satisfaction”



Could God have 
redeemed man 
another way?

To be “fitting” for 
man’s atonement, a 
man must pay the 

price

An infinite 
meritorious deed that 

satisfies infinite 
justice

3. “Vicarious 
Satisfaction”
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Points for Home

1. Our Faith is Reasonable, but be 
careful with our reasoning!

“The mind of sinful man is death”
(Rom 8:7)
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2. Jesus is our atonement

“In this is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.” (1 Jn 4:10)
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