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We know the 
Church was in 

England by 200



3 British 
Bishops 

attended the 
Council of Arles 

in 314



In the early 
400’s Pelagius 

came from 
England to give 
Augustine an 

heresy to 
combat
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600ish saw the 
re-conversion of 

England by 
Augustine of 
Canterbury



William the 
Conqueror 

(1066) brought a 
refocus to the 

Church
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Working with 
Archbishop 
Lanfranc:

1. No excommuni-
cation without the 
king’s okay
2. No bishop leaves 
England without the 
king’s okay
3. King reads pope’s 
letters 1st
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the 1500’s
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Henry VIII

• Takes throne in 
1509 at age 17
• A true 
renaissance man

• Defends “faith”
against Luther
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3 sons and 2 
daughters 

later … trouble 
at home!



Henry wants 
to marry 

Anne Boleyn



Henry wants 
to marry 

Anne Boleyn



This was a job 
for Cardinal 
Woolsey!
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Meanwhile Henry and Archbishop 
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Major reduction in 
money given to 
Rome



Meanwhile Henry and Archbishop 
Cranmer make some big changes

Church appeals are 
heard in British 
courts, not church 
courts
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Meanwhile Henry and Archbishop 
Cranmer make some big changes

Henry gets to 
define and punish 
heresy



Anne has 
no better 
luck than 
Catherine



King Edward 
VI comes 

from Queen 
Jane 

Seymore
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Hoc est corpus deum

“Hocus Pocus”



Protestants 
take over

• Simpler liturgy

• Congregational 
worship
• English liturgy

• Eucharist changes
• More 
sermons/scriptures



In comes 
Mary 

(“Bloody 
Mary”)



Finally Elizabeth brings the   
via media



The “middle road”

Catholics PuritansAnglicans
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Points for Home

• Church and state
• Faith should drive life, not vice versa!
• Governments come and go, but the 

word of God stands forever
• Watch out for arrogance
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