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Why These Three?

• Date of Authorship - late 600’s B.C.
– (Maybe not Obadiah)

• Zephaniah - reign of Josiah (640 - 609)
• Habakkuk - “raising up the Babylonians”

(605ish)
• Obadiah - “foreigners” entering Jerusalem
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What Was Happening?

• Israel (“Northern Kingdom”) - Long Gone
• Judah - Last Legs

– Manasseh & Amon Wicked Kings
– Josiah, Boy King

• International - Assyria / Babylon / Egypt
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Who Were the Prophets?

• Zephaniah - Hezekiah’s G/G/Grandson
– Social Standing
– Knew Amos & Isaiah’s Prophecies

• Habakkuk
– Contemporary of Jeremiah
– Well Rooted in Religious Traditions

• Obadiah
– Servant of Yahweh



Zephaniah



Zephaniah

• The Sin of Idolatry (Ba’al or Other)



Zephaniah

• The Sin of Idolatry (Ba’al or Other)
• The Sin of Ignoring God



Zephaniah



Zephaniah

The Sin of Ignoring God



Zephaniah

The Sin of Ignoring God

“Those who turn back from Yahweh and 
neither seek Yahweh nor inquire of him”
(1:7)



Zephaniah

The Sin of Ignoring God

“Those who turn back from Yahweh and 
neither seek Yahweh nor inquire of him”
(1:7)

How do we make decisions?
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Zephaniah

The Sin of Complacency

“I will punish those who are complacent…
who think, ‘Yahweh will do nothing either 
good or bad.” (1:12-13)

Do You Expect God to Act in Your Life?
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Zephaniah

• Ignoring God & Complacency bring 
judgment

• “Distress” “Anguish” “Gloom and ruin”
• Shelter : “Seek Yahweh in humility”

“Do what he commands” (2:3)



Zephaniah: The Coming 
Kingdom



Zephaniah: The Coming 
Kingdom

• “Lips” of the People “purified” to “call on 
the name of Yahweh” (3:9)



Zephaniah: The Coming 
Kingdom

• “Lips” of the People “purified” to “call on 
the name of Yahweh” (3:9)

• “The meek and humble, who trust in the 
name of Yahweh” (3:12)



Zephaniah: The Coming 
Kingdom

• “Lips” of the People “purified” to “call on 
the name of Yahweh” (3:9)

• “The meek and humble, who trust in the 
name of Yahweh” (3:12)

• “Rescue the lame” “gather those who have 
been scattered” (3:19)
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Habakkuk

• Dialogue, not oracles
• Legitimate Questions / Legitimate Answers
• Faith Answers Questions



Habakkuk’s Dialogue

• Violence, injustice and 
the wicked over the 
righteous

• Unfair

• Babylonians are 
coming

• They will get it too
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Habakkuk’s Solace

• “The righteous … will live by his faith”
(2:3-4)

• “Yahweh is in his holy temple; let all the 
earth keep silent before him” (2:20)

• God makes “his feet like the feet of a deer”
• Habakkuk can “go on the heights” (3:16-19)
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Obadiah

• Shortest
• Genesis recap:

– Abe -> Isaac -> Esau & Jacob
– Esau Sells Birthright for Food

• Esau (Edom) Constant Fighting with Jacob 
(Israel)



Obadiah: The Point



Obadiah: The Point

• Absolute Destruction



Obadiah: The Point

• Absolute Destruction
• Edom’s Sin: Pride
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Obadiah

The Sin of Pride
“The pride of your heart has deceived you, 

you who live in the clefts of the rocks”



Petra
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Obadiah

The Sin of Pride
“The pride of your heart has deceived you, 

you who live in the clefts of the rocks”

The Pun:  PRIDE = “Boil Over” zadon
Too Big / Self - Exalted
3 Times in Genesis



The Pun

The nation that got its start selling its 
birthright for something that boils over 

became the nation to be destroyed 
because its character boiled over in 

pride



Points For Home



Points For Home

1. Don’t Ignore God



Points For Home

1. Don’t Ignore God
2. Expect God in Your Life



Points For Home

1. Don’t Ignore God
2. Expect God in Your Life
3. Arrogance has no place before God.



Points For Home

1. Don’t Ignore God
2. Expect God in Your Life
3. Arrogance has no place before God.
4. Opt for humility instead.



Points For Home

1. Don’t Ignore God
2. Expect God in Your Life
3. Arrogance has no place before God.
4. Opt for humility instead.
5. Hold to Jesus because God is the ultimate 

justice.
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