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There are lots of questions on
Israel and Egypt

Who was Pharaoh when 
Joseph was in Egypt?

Who was Pharaoh
of the exodus?

When did the exodus occur?

We have “clues” not definitive answers
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Part 2:
The evidence 
supporting a 
true exodus

There are a number of 
wonderful Egyptologists

K. A. Kitchen James Hoffmeier

Mark Lanier ?
NO!
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Allegedly conflicting dates

960BCPlus 4801440BC

“They built for Pharaoh store 
cities, Pithom and Raamses.”  

(Ex 1:11)

1st “Raamses”
1320BC

Plus 300

“They built for Pharaoh store 
cities, Pithom and Raamses.”  

(Ex 1:11)

1260/50BC



Start with chronology

Old Kingdom
2686-2160 BC

First Intermediate Period
2160-2055 BC

Middle Kingdom
2055-1650 BC

Second Intermediate Period 
1650 -1550 BC

The “Hyksos”
Pharaohs Second Intermediate Period 

1650 -1550 BC

Early Dynastic Period
c. 3000-2686 BC

Old Kingdom
2686-2160 BC

First Intermediate Period
2160-2055 BC

Middle Kingdom
2055-1650 BC

New Kingdom
1550 - 1069 BC

The “Ramessid” Pharaohs
(1295 – 1069)



There is an element of the 
“needle in the haystack”

> 5,000 years of 
Egyptian history



There is an element of the 
“needle in the haystack”

> 5,000 years of 
Egyptian history

An event from 
> 4,000 years 

ago



There is an element of the 
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> 5,000 years of 
Egyptian history

An event from 
> 4,000 years 

ago

The event was not yet
“earth shattering”
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Was there slavery in the 
Middle Kingdom?

YES!



So we look for consistencies in the 
account with the archaeology

What did a slave cost?

About 20 
shekels!
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Could a slave be “overseer” 
in his [Potiphar’s] house?

Yes!
(“he who is over the house”)
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account with the archaeology

“Zaphenath-paneah”

Transcribes into 
Egyptian as

“who is called”

A common 
Egyptian name

“Life” but only in 
the Middle 
Kingdom

See the Papyrus Brooklyn!
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    cies in the 
   aeology

“He sent and called 
for all the magicians 
of Egypt” (Gen. 41:8)

The “magicians” were 
readers of dreams
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Joseph’s promotion 
and investiture by 

Pharaoh?

Dr. Alain Zivie

1987 discovery of 
Aper-el a Semite 
who rose to be 
Pharaoh’s Vizier



So we look for consistencies in the 
account with the archaeology

Israel’s change of 
fortune over time
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Who was Rameses II?

How did his first born son 
(Amen-hir-khopshef) die?



Moses?  Plagues?



Moses?  Plagues?

Red Sea?  Reed Sea?



Points for home

“It is God who executes judgment,
Putting down one and lifting up another”

(Ps 75:7)
Stop.  Acknowledge God.

Rest in his care.  Take comfort in him.



Points for home

“Praise the LORD!
Praise the name of the Lord”

(Ps. 78:11)

Be faithful, regardless of the moment!



Points for home

“For God so loved the world….”
(Jn 3:16)

Don’t let deeper study
rob you of the simple truth



Want more?
Wantmore@biblical-

literacy.com

Research the life of 
Rameses II



A mass exodus during 
Ramesses II is impossible

Nile Delta

EGYPT SINAI
“Any group escaping Egypt against the will of the 

pharaoh would have easily been tracked down not 
only by an Egyptian army chasing it from the delta

but also by the Egyptian soldiers in the forts in 
northern Sinai and in Canaan ”

Where is the record?
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