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How’s your Hebrew? 



How’s your Hebrew? 



How’s your Hebrew? 

Some love it 



How’s your Hebrew? 

Some love it Some leave it! 



How’s your Hebrew? 

Some love it Some leave it! 

And some are in between 



I approach class like a buffet 



I approach class like a buffet 



I approach class like a buffet 
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Dollop of mashed potatoes 



 א

 ב

 ג

 ד

 ה

 ו

 ז

 ח

 ט

 י

 כך

 ל

 מם

 נן

 ס

 ע

 ף פ

 צ

 ק

Chayt 

Beyt 

Gimel 

Daleth 

Hay 

Vav 

Zayin 

Alef 

Teyt 

Yod 

Kaph 

Lamed 

Mem 

Nun 

Samech 

Ayin 

Pay 

Tzade 
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Straighten the base into a 
tail for the final form 
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(2 Kings 5) 
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(2 Kings 5) 

Na’aman 

Syria’s best soldier 
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Doorway 

Na’aman developed 
leprosy 
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An Israelite servant girl 
suggests Yahweh’s prophet 
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Syria’s king sends 
valuable gifts 
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Syria’s king sends 
valuable gifts 
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Israel’s king is 
distraught 
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Doorway 

Elisha sends word he 
will fix things 
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Doorway 

Na’aman and troops show up 
at Elisha’s petach 
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Elisha sends a messenger 
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Doorway 

Elisha sends a messenger 

Go and wash in the 
Jordan 7x’s. ur flesh 
shall b restored. U 
shall b clean! 
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Now Na’aman is angry 
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A servant changes 
Na’aman’s mind 
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Who is at your petach? 

It’s a miracle! 
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Na’aman returns to 
Elisha’s petach 
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Elisha refuses the gifts, but 
Na’aman gets some dirt 

and a blessing! 
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The simplicity of 
obedience 
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The reactions of those 
without God 
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God sees our greed 



 ?Pay Who is at your petach פ

 ח ת פ
petach 
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Love trumps bitterness 



 ?Pay Who is at your petach פ

 ח ת פ
petach 

Doorway 
The irony of blessings 



“Na’aman stood at the door 
of Elisha’s house” 

(2 Kings 5:9) 



“Na’aman stood at the door 
of Elisha’s house” 

(2 Kings 5:9) 

Where are you at the 

petach? 
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Was Jehu a tzadik? צ Tzade 



Was Jehu a tzadik? 
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Was Jehu a tzadik? 
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Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 
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Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 
General Jehu gets 

anointed king 

 Tzade צ

 ק



Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 
General Jehu assassinates 

the king and Jezebel 
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 ק



Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 

General Jehu then 
manipulates the killing of 

70 sons of Ahab 

 Tzade צ
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Was Jehu a tzadik? 
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Righteous 

General Jehu then 
manipulates the killing of 

70 sons of Ahab 

 Tzade צ

 It was I who conspired ק
against my master and 

killed him, but who 
struck down all these? 



Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 

General Jehu then kills all 
friends, supporters, and 

priests 

 Tzade צ

 ק



Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 

General Jehu kills 42 more 
from Judah 

 Tzade צ
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Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 

General Jehu called in all 
priests of Ba’al 
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Was Jehu a tzadik? 
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Righteous 

General Jehu called in all 
priests of Ba’al 
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Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 
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General Jehu kills them all 
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Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 

His zeal for Yahweh was 
too much a cloak for 

merely worldly ambition 
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Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 

Call his name Jezreel, for in 
just a little while I will punish 

the house of Jehu for the 
blood of Jezreel, and I will put 
an end to the kingdom of the 
house of Israel” (Hosea 1:4-5) 
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 ק



A tzadik “is generous and 
gives” (Ps. 37:21) 

Was Jehu a tzadik? 
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A tzadik “utters wisdom” and 
“speaks justice” (Ps. 37:30) 

Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 

 Tzade צ

 ק



A tzadik “cares for the needs 
of his animals” (Pro. 12:10) 

Was Jehu a tzadik? 
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A tzadik “hates what is false” 
(Pro. 13:5) 

Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 

 Tzade צ

 ק



A tzadik “weighs his answers” 
(Pro. 15:28) 

Was Jehu a tzadik? 
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Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 
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 A tzadik “leads a blameless ק
life” (Pro. 20:7) 



A tzadik “cares about justice 
for the poor” (Pro. 29:7) 

Was Jehu a tzadik? 
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Was Jehu a tzadik? 
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Was Jehu a tzadik? 

 י ד צ
tzadik 

Righteous 

 Tzade צ

 ק

History also shows he 
wasn’t that great! 



“I will punish the house of 
Jehu for the blood of Jezreel” 

(Hos. 1:4) 



“I will punish the house of 
Jehu for the blood of Jezreel” 

(Hos. 1:4) 

Let’s reach to be 

tzadiks! 
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“When Athaliah heard the qol of 
the guard and of the people, she 
went into the house of the Lord 

to the people” 



“Athaliah heard the qol of the guard” 

(2 Kings 11:13) 



“Athaliah heard the qol of the guard” 

(2 Kings 11:13) 

God’s house, God’s 

agenda, God’s music! 



Want More? 

Wantmore@biblical-literacy.com 

Hebrew review 

Aleph - qoph 

THE CONTEST 

IS COMING! 


