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We are from 
Haran. Do you 
know Laban?

Yes, we 
know him.

Is it well 
with him?

Yes, and look! Here 
comes his daughter, 

Rachel, now!
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Dante's Vision of Rachel and Leah

Let’s go meet the relatives!
Dad, Mom, brothers…and 
Rachel’s older sister
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Laban =  ןבל

= “white”

Who is Laban?
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take   care   of   the   flocks 

Jacob,
You’ve been 
here for a 

month. You’re 
my relative so 
you shouldn’t 
work for free. 
What shall 

your wages be?  
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Jacob’s Day Planner
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In our country, the younger cannot be 
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But serve me 7 more years and you can 
marry Rachel at the end of this week!

The deceiver is deceived!

Deal !



When the Lord saw

That Leah was hated

He opened her womb.

But Rachel was barren

(Gen 29:31)
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The contest for Jacob’s love begins…

Reuben
Levi

Simeon
Judah

Dan Naphtali

Gad Asher
Issachar Zebulun Dinah Joseph

LEAH RACHEL
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Laban =  ןבל

= “white”
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Jacob steals away when Laban is gone
Unfortunately, Rachel steals away, 
too…
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7 days later he is ready to overtake 
Jacob…until God steps in!



Laban takes pursuit!

7 days later he is ready to overtake 
Jacob…until God steps in!

Be careful not to 
say anything to 
Jacob, good or 
bad!
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You took away my daughters
No ‘goodbye’ party
Stole my gods

I did not steal your Gods
Poor living conditions
Absorbed all financial losses
Served you 14 yrs + 6 yrs
Wages changed 10 times
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“The Lord watch between 
you and me, when we are 
out of one another’s sight.”

“May the Creator keep an eye 
on you, you scoundrel, since I 
will be unable to do that for 
myself!”
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Over 300 miles!

At the edge of 
Canaan!



I’m finally 
heading home!



I’m finally 
heading home!

But what will 
happen when Esau 
sees me again?
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Esau’s 
home

Jacob sends 
messengers

Esau is coming 
with 400 men!

Jacob sends 5 
sets of gifts 
ahead!
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Night
Can’t see who it is
Can’t see where coming from
Strong – like an outdoorsman
Esau coming with 400 men
Esau had vowed to kill me

Who could it be?



Simple touch cripples Jacob =>



Simple touch cripples Jacob =>

Please bless me!

Someone supernatural
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What is your name?

No longer will you 
be called Jacob, 
but Israel!



Jacob is finally ready to meet Esau!
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home

I will follow slowly 
behind until I come 
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Esau’s 
home

I will follow slowly 
behind until I come 
to my lord in Seir
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a man to be the father of the 
twelve tribes of Israel? 



What God would choose such 
a man to be the father of the 
twelve tribes of Israel? Only a 
God of grace and mercy.

The truth is that every one of us is Jacob. We are all 
liars, cheats, cowards. We are all chosen only by the 
grace and mercy of God.
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“Your name shall no longer be Jacob, 
but Israel…” (Gen 32:27-28)



Points for home

“Your name shall no longer be Jacob, 
but Israel…” (Gen 32:27-28)

No one is beyond the reach of God, but 
each must face his own crisis point first 

and then choose God or self 



Points for home

“Why then have you deceived me?”
(Gen 29:25)



Points for home

“Why then have you deceived me?”
(Gen 29:25)

Difficult people are just a part of life. 
God wants to use them to shape you,

…and you to reach them.



Points for home

“And Jacob came to Bethel…and God 
said to him…”
(Gen 35:6-12)



Points for home

“And Jacob came to Bethel…and God 
said to him…”
(Gen 35:6-12)

God is faithful. He has not forgotten you 
…have you forgotten Him?
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Wantmore@biblical-

literacy.com



Want more?
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43:29‐44:34



Want more?
Wantmore@biblical-

literacy.com

Read Gen 34, 38, and 
43:29‐44:34

What SHOULD have been done to avenge Dinah?
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