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Are you up on the latest fashion?
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Good insight into Roman fashion



Modest women wore a covering over their 
heads in public

Livilla, wife of 
Drusus Minor



“In classical 
antiquity, you were 
what you wore”



Feminine Issues in the 1st Century



Feminine Issues in the 1st Century

• Social status



Feminine Issues in the 1st Century

• Social status

(Slave, Freedwoman, Matron?)



Feminine Issues in the 1st Century

• Social status

(Slave, Freedwoman, Matron?)

• Legal Power



Feminine Issues in the 1st Century

• Social status

(Slave, Freedwoman, Matron?)

• Legal Power

(Financial dependence)



Feminine Issues in the 1st Century

• Social status

(Slave, Freedwoman, Matron?)

• Legal Power

(Financial dependence)

• Promiscuity



Feminine Issues in the 1st Century

• Social status

(Slave, Freedwoman, Matron?)

• Legal Power

(Financial dependence)

• Promiscuity

(Gender double standards)



The arrival of 
the “New 

Woman” in the 
Empire
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Augustus reacted to the “New Women”

• Morality

(adultery and reporting)

• Marriage and Procreation

(financial incentives)

• Dress Codes

(matrons and prostitutes)

To which 
there was a 

greater 
reaction by 

the new 
women!



Consider the reaction of Seneca
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Let’s consider several key passages

1 Cor. 11, 14
Gal. 3:28
1 Tim. 2



Paul on baptism
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God’s word

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither slave nor free, there is no 

male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus ”
(Gal. 3:28)

We are called to his service, 
not our agenda



Points for 
HomeA light to our path

God’s word

“Do your best to present yourself to God 
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Points for 
HomeA light to our path

God’s word

“Do your best to present yourself to God 
as one approved,…rightly handling the 

word of truth”
(2 Tim. 2:15)

Try to come back next week!
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