PAUL’S THEOLOGY
Lesson 2
God (Part 1)

“Pulmonary alveolar macrophages.”

That is what the expert doctor told us. We were knee deep in an asbestos trial and
our chore the next day was to explain to the jury how the human body reacts to
asbestos in the lungs to produce a scarring disease called asbestosis. When I asked
the doctor what was going on in the human body that produced this dreaded
condition, the doctor’s answer did not help much.

I did not know what a “pulmonary alveolar macrophage” was, nor did I understand
how it worked in the disease process. Eventually, the doctor was able to explain
the process to me such that I had at least a rudimentary understanding. Of course,
my chore was to translate what I had learned into something we could teach the

jury.

After much troubleshooting and discussion, we opted for an illustration that we
thought might work. We took the microscopically small pulmonary alveolar
macrophage and humanized it. We turned it into a person. We called her, Pam!
(Okay, we readily agree that “Pam” was appropriate because it was the first letter
in each word of pulmonary alveolar macrophage!)

We explained that our bodies produce a number of these Pam’s that respond to
foreign invaders in the bodies. As we humanized the process, we explained that
Pam carries a purse, if you will, a purse loaded with toxic chemicals. When Pam
finds a foreign invader in your body, Pam reaches in her purse and throws some
various toxins at the invader in an effort to destroy it. If the invader is asbestos,
then none of Pam’s chemicals are going to work, and ultimately, Pam impales
herself on the asbestos fiber, causing all her chemical toxins to leak out of her
purse. What this does is cause a scar to grow around the asbestos fiber.

More Pam cells then come to the invasion scene, and over years and years, the
process repeats itself countless times until the scarring has grown large enough to
seriously debilitate someone.

Now, is this precisely how the pulmonary alveolar macrophage works? Of course
not! Macrophages would never be caught with a purse! But, by giving the
microscopic substance human characteristics, we (both lawyer and jury) were
better able to grasp what the macrophage was and what it did in the body. If we
were to give a technical name to what we did, we would say we
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“anthropomorphized” the macrophage!' The fact that we gave the macrophage
human characteristics did not turn the macrophage into a true human. It simply
gave us a reference point to better understand it.

This story comes to my mind as we prepare this first lesson on God. God — “The
Supreme Being, Pure Act, First Cause of all, provident conserver and governor of
the universe; the Absolute — infinite, eternal, immutable, intelligent, omniscient,
all-powerful, and free; the Creator, to whom creatures owe homage, respect, and
obedience; the Sovereign Good, diffusive of all goodness, toward which
everything tends as to its ultimate final cause; the supernatural source of
revelation; the Godhead composed of three Divine Persons in one divine nature —
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”> How do we understand God? How do we
understand Paul’s teaching and concepts of God? It is much more complicated
than pulmonary alveolar macrophages! Yet in the Pam story, we might have a
glimpse into some Biblical insight on God!

With this in mind, let us begin our consideration of Paul’s theology of God.

PAUL ON GOD

As we go through Paul’s theology, we will find a number of issues and areas
where Paul elaborates a great deal. There are concepts Paul worked to teach and
where we can carefully read his discourses for insight, but this is not necessarily
so with the subject of “God.” Paul never wrote to people who were without faith
in God. His letters were to Jews and Greeks, but even the Greeks had an
understanding of God as revealed in the Old Testament scriptures.’” Because
Paul’s letters were written to believers, we do not have passages where Paul writes
with the purpose of teaching on “God.” We do have a passage in Acts 17,
however, where Paul was speaking to pagan Greek philosophers. That passage we
will consider in some detail later in this lesson.

" We might recall from last week’s lesson that the Greek word for man is “anthropos.” This
week, we could add another Greek word, morphe, which means “form.” To “anthropomorphize”
is to take something non-human and give it human form, traits, or characteristics. For example,
when we attribute human characteristics to an animal or fish, we “anthropomorphize” the animal.
The Greek Aesop made great use of this by taking animals and using them in stories to illustrate
simple moral lessons (“Aesop’s Fables™).

2 New Catholic Encyclopedia, 2d Edition (Thompson Gale 2003) v. 6 at 270.

® We recall from our lessons on Paul’s life that his Greek converts were generally those Greeks
who were already attending services at the Jewish synagogues. We do have Paul speaking to
pagans in Athens, but our knowledge of his teaching there is limited to the small portion Luke
inserted into his Acts history. We will consider what Paul said there in due time.



Paul’s limited discourse upon the subject of God does not leave us without the
means of studying Paul’s theology on God. Paul references God over 500 times in
his writings. As such, we have plenty of material from which we can study and
seek insight in this area.

We expect to take several lessons to explore Paul’s theology of God. This first
lesson considers how Paul “anthropomorphizes” God. At times, Paul clearly had
human images and roles in mind in his teaching and writing about God, yet he
never did so to the extent that we read in the Old Testament. In certain places in
the Old Testament, God is written of with human features,” but Paul does not do
that. The Old Testament will often try to explain the actions and thoughts of God
by using human traits and words, even though it is clear that the words have
limitations that God does not have.” The second part of this lesson will consider
some of Paul’s similar references to God.

GOD CREATED MAN, NOT VICE VERSA!

As we approach this subject, we do well to remember that Paul was first and
foremost a scholastic and devout Jew. As a Pharisee who studied under the famed
Rabbi Gamaliel, Paul was acutely aware of God as revealed in the Old Testament.
Paul knew the God of Israel, the God revealed in the Old Testament, was the true
God. In Romans 3:2, Paul wrote of the Old Testament as the “oracles of God.”®
These words were God’s revelation of himself. We are rightly served if we begin
our discussion of Paul’s writings by understanding the terms and concepts he
carried forth from his upbringing.’

* We find this especially in the poetic Old Testament writings. We frequently read of the “hand
of God” (Ps 139:10, etc.), the eyes of God (Ps 139:16, Am 9:4, etc.), the mouth of God (Jer 9:12,
etc.), the ears of God (Ps 140:6, Ez 8:18, etc.), and the heart of God (Gen 6:6, etc.).

5 Consider, for example, the account of Noah and the flood. Genesis 8:1 states, “But God
remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark.” Are we
to assume from this usage of “remembered” that God had previously “forgotten” Noah? Of
course not! This passage uses a human term to convey the idea that God took an action based on
his knowledge and commitment from the past. Similarly, the Old Testament frequently speaks of
God as a “jealous” God (Ex 20:5; Dt 4:24; Zec 8:2, etc).

% In Romans 4:17, Paul references God as the one in whom Abraham “believed, who gives life to
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.”

7 We do well to remember that Paul always considered the Old Testament an appropriate and
important place of study and theology. As Paul told Timothy near the end of Paul’s life, “All
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness” (2 Tim 3:16). Of note here is another anthropomorphism, “breathed.”



Paul was well aware of the Genesis story. Paul knew that, “God said, ‘Let us
make man in our image, after our likeness’” (Gen 1:26). Paul knew the result, “So
God created man in his image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.” Paul also knew, no doubt, that the struggle of history
was mankind’s reversal of the Genesis account. While Genesis gives us the truth
that God made man in his image, man has spent history trying to make God into
an image of man (or some other created being)! In spite of the second of the Ten
Commandments, (“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any
likeness of anything” (Ex. 20:4).), Paul wrote of man’s consistent error:

They exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things... They
exchanged the truth of God for a lie and worshipped the creature rather
than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen (Rom 1:23-25).

Paul never considered God as man. In fact, Paul would write that humanity should
perceive the difference simply by looking around! Paul wrote:

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has
shown it to them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power
and divine nature have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of
the world, in the things that have been made (Rom 1:19-20).

To remake God in the likeness of man was not simply an issue of idolatry. To
think that God is human in nature or disposition is abhorrent. Human thought
alone does not perceive the reality of God and his thoughts. “No one
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God” (1 Cor 2:11). It is
only through God’s Spirit that humanity begins to access understanding of God
and his ways. It is the Spirit that “searches the depths of God” (1 Cor 2:10). Paul
explains that it is this same Spirit that imparts to us understanding of God.*

In this sense, we see Paul explaining God as far beyond humanity, even though
God made humans in his image. Paul understood that while God has revealed
himself through scripture, God remains beyond man’s power to fully grasp or
perceive. This is why Paul can lapse into praise in 1 Timothy 6:15-16 writing of
God as:

The blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,
who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom
no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion.
Amen.

8 See the rest of 1 Corinthians 2, especially verses 12-16.



So we see, straight from Paul’s pen that it is outrageous to suggest that God is in
any measure human. Isaiah prophesied centuries before Paul God’s proclamation
that:

My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts (Is
55:8-9).

The same God inspired Paul to write similarly:

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! (Rom
11:33).

In this way, Paul differs from many we might encounter in our daily life. Ask
people to describe God, and you will see that often people describe the God they
believe should exist. They will describe what fits their reasoning of what a
superior being should be, often without regard to what scripture says on the issue.

On the day I am typing this lesson, I had a discussion walking down 6™ Avenue in
New York City with another lawyer on this subject. My friend told me that his
idea of God was of a loving being that looks at people without regard to the
religious affiliation of the people. When I asked if he meant that God was looking
into our hearts rather than the name of the church on our door, he said, “Oh yes,
but also so much more.” He continued, “God is not wrapped up in whether we are
Buddhist or Christian. He is bigger than that.”” Now my question for my friend,
and my question for us, is whether we live having made God in our minds as what
we think he should be? Or, have we decided to read from his word to determine
his nature by how he chose to reveal it to us?

We see Paul confronting those in his day who lived with gods manufactured from
what humans thought God should be like as opposed to the reality of God.
Consider where Paul spoke of God to the Athenians with no history in Old
Testament scriptures and no Jewish understanding of God as self-revealed. In
Acts 17:24-29 Paul told the gathered philosophers:

The God, who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of
heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he
served” by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he

® The Greek for “served” is therapeuetai (Qepansbeton). It means to “heal, cure, or serve”. Paul
is referencing the need with traditional Greek gods to fix, for example, a nose that might get
chipped off. Unlike the Greek gods who need humans to fix them, the true God needs no such
help!



himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. And he
made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of
the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their
dwelling place, that they should seek God, in the hope that they might
feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from
each one of us, for 'In him we live and move and have our being'; as
even some of your own poets have said, 'For we are indeed his
offspring.' Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the
divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the
art and imagination of man. The times of ignorance God overlooked,
but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has
fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by
raising him from the dead.

While Paul never wrote or taught that God is what we humans make him out to be.
Paul still uses human terms to help us understand God and his actions. We
consider now some examples of passages where Paul uses human traits and
vocabulary in ways that reflect and teach about God.

PAUL “ANTHROPOMORPHIZES” GOD

With a solid foundation of “biblical theology,”'’ we now turn to a number of
passages where Paul uses human ideas to express to us truths about God. The
Biblical theology is important because it shows us that as we consider these
passages, we do not do them justice if we believe they teach that God possesses
the mind or heart of humans. The truths lie deeper and are worth digging for.

Paul never confused the human descriptions of God, the “anthropomorphisms,” to
be a valid reduction of God to a human level. Those expressions were always
meant to make God understandable and accessible to humans of all ages and
maturities. Paul used human expression of God in a similar manner. Consider, for
example, Paul’s writings of the “wrath of God.” A sampling is set out below:

* “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth”
(Rom 1:18).

12 See theology lesson 1, available for listening or reading at www.Biblical-Literacy.com. In that
lesson, we discussed the three steps of theology as 1 — “Exegesis” (understanding a passage as
written and in context); 2 — “Biblical theology” taking various passages on a subject and studying
them together; and 3 — “Scholastic theology” where through reasoning and common sense
passages are compared and contrasted for insight and conclusions consistent with the whole of
Scripture.




* “But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for
yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be
revealed” (Rom 2:5).

* “Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more
shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God” (Rom 5:9).

* “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it
is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord" (Rom 12:19).

* “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience” (Eph 5:6).

* “Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of
these the wrath of God is coming” (Col 3:5-6).

When we do our exegesis on these passages we learn that Paul uses the Greek
term “orge” (épyn) for “wrath.” The term is also used for “anger” and “revenge.”
In fact, in Ephesians 5:21, Paul uses the word telling the Ephesians to “let all
wrath and anger be put away from you.” Then several verses later, Paul writes the
passage set out earlier, “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience” (Eph 5:6).

Is Paul injecting an emotional state of anger and temper onto God in these
passages? Is Paul portraying God as one around whom we best walk on eggshells
lest his anger ignite? We would suggest not. Let us suggest that the exercise of
reasoning through these passages (what we defined last week as “scholastic
theology”) indicates a better explanation of Paul’s meaning and God’s character.

As we discussed earlier, Paul never understood or taught of God as simply a
human on a grander scale. While the Greeks and Romans in their myths assigned
to their gods human frailties of emotions the reactions of whims and fancies, Paul
always set apart God from the gods worshipped by pagans (see 1 Cor 8). Paul did
recognize and see God as an unchanging being who was pure and holy in his very
essence.

These passages where Paul wrote of God’s “wrath” were not an attempt to zero in
on God’s emotional reactions to sin. Instead, these passages conveyed the
principle that God has a factual reaction to sin. There is a factual consequence to
sin. Just as putting one’s hand into fire will burn the hand, so sinning produces a
burn or punishment from God. If we speak of the fire’s wrath upon the flesh that
is placed into it, the “wrath” is an anthropomorphic expression that conveys the
factual reaction of fire on flesh.



This is Paul’s manner of conveying the truth that God, not out of a human-esque
reaction, but out of a holy and pure character, reacts to sin with destruction.
Indeed, the lesson of the cross is a lesson that sin leads to death. The sins of the
world on Christ were not to appease God because he was angry and needed
pacification. God truly lives in purity and holiness and sin has no place in his
presence. Sin and sinners are driven from the Garden of Eden and from God’s
heaven. God cannot compromise or change his character.

As we consider God in Paul’s theology, as well as in the entire New Testament,
we do not see the level of anthropomorphisms that we read in the Old Testament.
Why? No doubt there are a number of reasons. But the one we zero in on is
Jesus. In Jesus, we have God in human flesh. We have actual God on earth in a
way that reflects God in heaven. As Jesus said, “Anyone who has seen me has
seen the Father” (Jn 14:9). So we have in Jesus, the ultimate picture of God in
human terms, in ways we can study as children as well as older in age. So while
we speak of God as beyond humanity, as we consider him in the human terms of
anthropomorphisms, we reach a question:

SO, ISN°’T GOD HUMAN IN CHRIST?

Here is the paradox: God is not human, yet orthodoxy teaches that Jesus Christ is
fully God and fully human. What shall we do with this? First, we recognize the
question and will discuss it much more fully in later lessons. For now, we
acknowledge that even as orthodoxy acknowledges Jesus as fully human, we are
reminded that nowhere has anyone suggested that Jesus was a sinful human. Paul
wrote that “Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made him self nothing...being born in
the likeness of men. And being found in human form...” (Phil 2:5-8)."" But Paul
never suggested that Jesus was fallen in his nature as man. Paul emphasized the
opposite, “For he made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor 5:21). Even as we look at Jesus
charging the moneychangers with trespassing on God’s temple, we see his
punishment properly meted out.

We also will note that some of the significance of the incarnation, as Paul taught
and as we will see in coming lessons, was the same as the anthropomorphisms of
scripture. In Christ, as human and God, we are taught much more of God than we
could otherwise understand. We begin to better grasp his love and his nature as
we see him in human form, yet without the flaws and sins of the fall.

11 On the rare occasions where Paul used the Greek term “God” (theos) for Jesus, he always does
so without the specific article “the.” When Paul wrote of “the God,” he always referenced God
the Father. This is God as Jesus proclaimed who “is spirit” (Jn 4:24).



Finally, we note that the concept of the Trinity comes into play. For Jesus is one
essence with God the Father, and yet is distinct as well. This comes in later
lessons, though!

Next week, we explore Paul’s teaching of God as “Father” — both of Jesus and of
the church.

POINTS FOR HOME
1. “God created man in his image” (Gen 1:27).

We see in ourselves beings that were made to reflect something of God’s
character and nature. We were made to fellowship and relate to God. We
were made to walk in his holiness. Yet, we sinned and fell from that
wonderful state of creation. As part of our fall, we are prone to believe in
our efforts at remaking God in our image, rather than seeking to understand
him as he is. This must stop! We miss the Creator by substituting the
created. We need to take the time and prayerful thought to learn of God as
he has revealed himself, not as we wish to define him.

Just as we must be careful not to remake God in our image using earthly
terms, we need also to remember that God wants to be known by us. He
has chosen through his word to use stories, human words, and even human
form to reveal himself. We can faithfully speak of God holding us in his
hand, of his eye never leaving us, of his heart caring for us. We can teach
our children these same things. But we need to remember as we do so, that
we should carefully understand that God is not a man!

2. “How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!”
(Rom 11:33).

Yes, God is not one we can know fully, and yet he is one we can know
truly. We can read, live, watch, pray, and learn. We can see things that
move us to praise as Paul did, “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable his ways!” Still, we miss what Paul was saying if we fail to see
that it was Paul’s observations of God’s mighty works in history past and
future that bring forth Paul’s praise. In other words, while we cannot ever
fully know or understand God, we can still learn of him and see his
magnificence in ways that humble us, move us, and bring worship from our
lips. When we sing songs of worship to our God, we are not merely going
through a “church service.” We are taking time to reflect and pronounce
the greatness of our God.



“The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness” (Rom
1:18).

“God” and “ungodliness” — see how the words are related? God is; and
“ungodliness” is that which is not like God, not “godly.” Does it not make
sense that God will destroy, or “reveal his wrath” against that which is not
in his nature? God is light. In him is no darkness. None. Zero. Light
banishes darkness.

Do we wish to be in God? Then, we must find ourselves reborn in purity,
our sinful selves dead. The ungodliness in us is not going to spend eternity
in the presence of holy God. God’s wrath, his factual punishment, will
destroy sin and sinner alike. Here we see the significance of the death of
Christ as a substitute for the sinner. By taking the sins of mankind, God’s
wrath descends upon the Messiah in his death. We can join in that death
and be reborn in a new life. Here, God works to redeem his people.
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PAUL’S VERSES ON GOD

ROMANS

Romans 1:1 [ Greeting ] Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set
apart for the gospel of God,

Romans 1:4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of
holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,

Romans 1:7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace
to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 1:8 [ Longing to Go to Rome ] First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for
all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the world.

Romans 1:9 For God is my witness, whom | serve with my spirit in the gospel of his
Son, that without ceasing | mention you

Romans 1:10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will I may now at
last succeed in coming to you.

Romans 1:16 [ The Righteous Shall Live by Faith ] For | am not ashamed of the gospel,
for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also
to the Greek.

Romans 1:17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is
written, "The righteous shall live by faith.”

Romans 1:18 [ God’s Wrath on Unrighteousness ] For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their
unrighteousness suppress the truth.

Romans 1:19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has
shown it to them.

Romans 1:21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give
thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were
darkened.

Romans 1:23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.

Romans 1:24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,

Romans 1:25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and
served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

Romans 1:26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their
women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature;

Romans 1:28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to
a debased mind to do what ought not to be done.

Romans 1:30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil,
disobedient to parents,

Romans 1:32 Though they know God’s decree that those who practice such things
deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.
Romans 2:1 [ God’s Righteous Judgment ] Therefore you have no excuse, O man,
every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself,
because you, the judge, practice the very same things.
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Romans 2:2 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice
such things.

Romans 2:3 Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things
and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God?

Romans 2:4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and
patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?

Romans 2:5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for
yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.

Romans 2:11 For God shows no partiality.

Romans 2:12 [ God’s Judgment and the Law ] For all who have sinned without the law
will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by
the law.

Romans 2:13 For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the
doers of the law who will be justified.

Romans 2:16 on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men
by Christ Jesus.

Romans 2:17 But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God
Romans 2:23 You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the law.

Romans 2:24 For, as it is written, "The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles
because of you."”

Romans 2:29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the
Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.

Romans 3:1 [ God’s Righteousness Upheld ] Then what advantage has the Jew? Or
what is the value of circumcision?

Romans 3:2 Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the
oracles of God.

Romans 3:3 What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the
faithfulness of God?

Romans 3:4 By no means! Let God be true though every one were a liar, as it is
written, "That you may be justified in your words, and prevail when you are judged.”
Romans 3:5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what
shall we say? That God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? ( | speak in a human way.)
Romans 3:6 By no means! For then how could God judge the world?

Romans 3:7 But if through my lie God’s truth abounds to his glory, why am I still
being condemned as a sinner?

Romans 3:11 no one understands; no one seeks for God.

Romans 3:18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."

Romans 3:19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under
the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God.

Romans 3:21 [ The Righteousness of God Through Faith ] But now the righteousness of
God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear
witness to it—

Romans 3:22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction:

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
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Romans 3:25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by
faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over former sins.

Romans 3:29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes,
of Gentiles also,

Romans 3:30 since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the
uncircumcised through faith.

Romans 4:2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about,
but not before God.

Romans 4:3 For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was
counted to him as righteousness."

Romans 4:6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts
righteousness apart from works:

Romans 4:17 as it is written, "l have made you the father of many nations"—in the
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist.

Romans 4:20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God,

Romans 4:21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.

Romans 5:1 [ Peace with God Through Faith ] Therefore, since we have been justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

Romans 5:5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

Romans 5:8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.

Romans 5:9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more
shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.

Romans 5:10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.

Romans 5:11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.

Romans 5:15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one
man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that
one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.

Romans 6:1 [ Dead to Sin, Alive to God ] What shall we say then? Are we to continue
in sin that grace may abound?

Romans 6:10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he
lives to God.

Romans 6:11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in
Christ Jesus.

Romans 6:13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness,
but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and
your members to God as instruments for righteousness.
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Romans 6:17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become
obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed,
Romans 6:22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of
God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 7:4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of
Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in
order that we may bear fruit for God.

Romans 7:22 For | delight in the law of God, in my inner being,

Romans 7:25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, | myself serve
the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.

Romans 8:3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh,

Romans 8:7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not
submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot.

Romans 8:8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Romans 8:9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him.

Romans 8:14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

Romans 8:16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God,

Romans 8:17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

Romans 8:19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of
God.

Romans 8:21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.

Romans 8:27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for
good, for those who are called according to his purpose.

Romans 8:31 [ God’s Everlasting Love ] What then shall we say to these things? If God
is for us, who can be against us?

Romans 8:33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.
Romans 8:34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that,
who was raised— who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
Romans 8:39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 9:1 [ God’s Sovereign Choice ] | am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not
lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit—

Romans 9:5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh,
is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.
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Romans 9:6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are
descended from Israel belong to Israel,

Romans 9:8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of
God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring.

Romans 9:11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—
in order that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because
of him who calls—

Romans 9:14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means!
Romans 9:16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has
mercy.

Romans 9:20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say
to its molder, "Why have you made me like this?"

Romans 9:22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power,
has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction,

Romans 9:26 "And in the very place where it was said to them, "You are not my
people,'there they will be called 'sons of the living God.™

Romans 10:1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be
saved.

Romans 10:2 For | bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge.

Romans 10:3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish
their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness.

Romans 10:9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Romans 11:1 [ The Remnant of Israel ] I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no
means! For | myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of
Benjamin.

Romans 11:2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know
what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel?

Romans 11:4 But what is God’s reply to him? "I have kept for myself seven thousand
men who have not bowed the knee to Baal."”

Romans 11:8 as it is written, "God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would not
seeand ears that would not hear,down to this very day."

Romans 11:21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you.
Romans 11:22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those
who have fallen, but God’s kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness.
Otherwise you too will be cut off.

Romans 11:23 And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted
in, for God has the power to graft them in again.

Romans 11:28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as
regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers.

Romans 11:29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

Romans 11:30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have
received mercy because of their disobedience,

Romans 11:32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on
all.
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Romans 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!

Romans 12:1 [ A Living Sacrifice ] | appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual worship.

Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect.

Romans 12:3 [ Gifts of Grace ] For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among
you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.

Romans 12:19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it
IS written, "Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the Lord."

Romans 13:1 [ Submission to the Authorities ] Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist
have been instituted by God.

Romans 13:2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed,
and those who resist will incur judgment.

Romans 13:4 for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for
he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries
out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.

Romans 13:5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but
also for the sake of conscience.

Romans 13:6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of
God, attending to this very thing.

Romans 14:3 Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one
who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him.

Romans 14:6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one
who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who
abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God.

Romans 14:10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise
your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God;

Romans 14:11 for it is written, "As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,and
every tongue shall confess to God."

Romans 14:12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Romans 14:18 Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men.
Romans 14:20 Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God. Everything is
indeed clean, but it is wrong for anyone to make another stumble by what he eats.
Romans 14:22 The faith that you have, keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the
one who has no reason to pass judgment on himself for what he approves.

Romans 15:5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus,

Romans 15:6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
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Romans 15:7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory
of God.

Romans 15:8 [ Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles ] For I tell you that Christ became
a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises
given to the patriarchs,

Romans 15:9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written, "Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,and sing to your name."

Romans 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

Romans 15:15 But on some points | have written to you very boldly by way of
reminder, because of the grace given me by God

Romans 15:16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of
the gospel of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by
the Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:17 In Christ Jesus, then, | have reason to be proud of my work for God.
Romans 15:19 by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—
so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of
the gospel of Christ;

Romans 15:30 | appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the
Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf,

Romans 15:32 so that by God’s will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in
your company.

Romans 15:33 May the God of peace be with you all. Amen.

Romans 16:20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

Romans 16:26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been
made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about
the obedience of faith—

Romans 16:27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

1 CORINTHIANS

1 Corinthians 1:1 [ Greeting ] Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ
Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,

1 Corinthians 1:2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

1 Corinthians 1:3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:4 [ Thanksgiving ] I give thanks to my God always for you because of
the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus,

1 Corinthians 1:9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:14 | thank God that | baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,

1 Corinthians 1:18 [ Christ the Wisdom and Power of God ] For the word of the cross is
folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
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1 Corinthians 1:20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?

1 Corinthians 1:21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who
believe.

1 Corinthians 1:24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power
of God and the wisdom of God.

1 Corinthians 1:25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of
God is stronger than men.

1 Corinthians 1:27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;

1 Corinthians 1:28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that
are not, to bring to nothing things that are,

1 Corinthians 1:29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.

1 Corinthians 1:30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us
wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption,

1 Corinthians 2:1 [ Proclaiming Christ Crucified ] And I, when | came to you, brothers,
did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom.

1 Corinthians 2:5 that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power
of God.

1 Corinthians 2:7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God
decreed before the ages for our glory.

1 Corinthians 2:9 But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,nor the
heart of man imagined,what God has prepared for those who love him"—

1 Corinthians 2:10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit
searches everything, even the depths of God.

1 Corinthians 2:11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person,
which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of
God.

1 Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who
is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.

1 Corinthians 2:14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God,
for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are
spiritually discerned.

1 Corinthians 3:6 | planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.

1 Corinthians 3:7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God
who gives the growth.

1 Corinthians 3:9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s
building.

1 Corinthians 3:10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master
builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care
how he builds upon it.

1 Corinthians 3:16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit
dwells in you?

1 Corinthians 3:17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him. For God’s
temple is holy, and you are that temple.
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1 Corinthians 3:19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written,
"He catches the wise in their craftiness,”

1 Corinthians 3:23 and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.

1 Corinthians 4:1 [ The Ministry of Apostles ] This is how one should regard us, as
servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.

1 Corinthians 4:5 Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the
Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose
the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.

1 Corinthians 4:9 For | think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men
sentenced to death, because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels, and to
men.

1 Corinthians 4:20 For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power.

1 Corinthians 5:13 God judges those outside. "Purge the evil person from among you."
1 Corinthians 6:9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom
of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor men who practice homosexuality,

1 Corinthians 6:10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our
God.

1 Corinthians 6:13 "Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food"—and
God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality,
but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.

1 Corinthians 6:14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power.

1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own,

1 Corinthians 6:20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

1 Corinthians 7:7 | wish that all were as | myself am. But each has his own gift from
God, one of one kind and one of another.

1 Corinthians 7:15 But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases
the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace.

1 Corinthians 7:17 [ Live as You Are Called ] Only let each person lead the life that the
Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the
churches.

1 Corinthians 7:19 For neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision,
but keeping the commandments of God.

1 Corinthians 7:24 So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called, there let him
remain with God.

1 Corinthians 7:40 Yet in my judgment she is happier if she remains as she is. And |
think that I too have the Spirit of God.

1 Corinthians 8:3 But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.

1 Corinthians 8:4 Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that "an
idol has no real existence," and that "there is no God but one."”

1 Corinthians 8:5 For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as
indeed there are many "gods" and many "lords"—
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1 Corinthians 8:6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and
for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through
whom we exist.

1 Corinthians 8:8 Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not
eat, and no better off if we do.

1 Corinthians 9:9 For it is written in the Law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle an ox
when it treads out the grain." Is it for oxen that God is concerned?

1 Corinthians 9:21 To those outside the law | became as one outside the law (not being
outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the
law.

1 Corinthians 10:5 Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were
overthrown in the wilderness.

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God
is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation
he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

1 Corinthians 10:20 No, | imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer to demons and not
to God. | do not want you to be participants with demons.

1 Corinthians 10:23 [ Do All to the Glory of God ] "All things are lawful,” but not all
things are helpful. "All things are lawful,” but not all things build up.

1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God.

1 Corinthians 10:32 Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God,

1 Corinthians 11:3 But | want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ,
the head of a wife is her husband, and the head of Christ is God.

1 Corinthians 11:7 For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and
glory of God, but woman is the glory of man.

GALATIONS

Galatians 2:20 | have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me. And the life | now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me.

Galatians 2:21 | do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were through the
law, then Christ died for no purpose.

Galatians _3:6 just as Abraham "believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness"?

Galatians 3:8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith,
preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you shall all the nations be
blessed."

Galatians 3:11 Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for "The
righteous shall live by faith."”

Galatians 3:17 This is what | mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not
annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void.

Galatians 3:18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise;
but God gave it to Abraham by a promise.

Galatians 3:20 Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one.
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Galatians 3:21 Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a
law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law.
Galatians 3:26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.

Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law,

Galatians 4:6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"

Galatians 4:7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through
God.

Galatians 4:8 [ Paul’s Concern for the Galatians ] Formerly, when you did not know
God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods.

Galatians 4:9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God,
how can you turn back again to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the
world, whose slaves you want to be once more?

Galatians 4:14 and though my condition was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise
me, but received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus.

Galatians 5:21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. | warn you, as | warned
you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will
he also reap.

Galatians 6:16 And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and
upon the Israel of God.

EPHESIANS

Ephesians 1:1 [ Greeting ] Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,To the
saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus:

Ephesians 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 1:3 [ Spiritual Blessings in Christ ] Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places,

Ephesians 1:17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you
a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him,

Ephesians 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us,

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God,

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Ephesians 2:12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no
hope and without God in the world.

Ephesians 2:16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross,
thereby Killing the hostility.

Ephesians 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,
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Ephesians 2:22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God
by the Spirit.

Ephesians 3:2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was
given to me for you,

Ephesians 3:7 Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace,
which was given me by the working of his power.

Ephesians 3:9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden
for ages in God who created all things,

Ephesians 3:10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.

Ephesians 3:19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may
be filled with all the fullness of God.

Ephesians 4:6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
Ephesians 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
Ephesians 4:18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart.

Ephesians 4:24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true
righteousness and holiness.

Ephesians 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for
the day of redemption.

Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you.

Ephesians 5:1 [ Walk in Love ] Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.
Ephesians 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Ephesians 5:5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or
impure, or who is covetous ( that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and God.

Ephesians 5:6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.

Ephesians 5:20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Ephesians 6:6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as servants of
Christ, doing the will of God from the heart,

Ephesians 6:10 [ The Whole Armor of God ] Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the
strength of his might.

Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against
the schemes of the devil.

Ephesians 6:13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.

Ephesians 6:17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God,

Ephesians 6:23 Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.
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PHILIPPIANS

Philippians 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:3 [ Thanksgiving and Prayer ] | thank my God in all my remembrance of
you,

Philippians 1:8 For God is my witness, how | yearn for you all with the affection of
Christ Jesus.

Philippians 1:11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ,
to the glory and praise of God.

Philippians 1:28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign
to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God.

Philippians 2:6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped,

Philippians 2:9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name,

Philippians 2:11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.

Philippians 2:13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.

Philippians 2:15 that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without
blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as
lights in the world,

Philippians 2:27 Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy on him, and not
only on him but on me also, lest | should have sorrow upon sorrow.

Philippians 3:3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and
glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh—

Philippians 3:9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God
that depends on faith—

Philippians 3:14 | press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.

Philippians 3:15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you
think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you.

Philippians 3:19 Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their
shame, with minds set on earthly things.

Philippians 4:6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:9 What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—
practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

Philippians 4:10 [ God’s Provision ] I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length
you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had
no opportunity.
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Philippians 4:18 1 have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable
and pleasing to God.

Philippians 4:19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in
glory in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:20 To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.

COLOSSIANS

Colossians 1:1 [ Greeting ] Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and
Timothy our brother,

Colossians 1:2 To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you
and peace from God our Father.

Colossians 1:3 [ Thanksgiving and Prayer ] We always thank God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,

Colossians 1:6 which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit
and growing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the
grace of God in truth,

Colossians 1:10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him,
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.

Colossians 1:15 [ The Preeminence of Christ ] He is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation.

Colossians 1:19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,

Colossians 1:25 of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God
that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known,

Colossians 1:27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are
the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Colossians 2:2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach
all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery,
which is Christ,

Colossians 2:12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised
with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.
Colossians 2:13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,
Colossians 2:19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished
and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.
Colossians 3:1 [ Put On the New Self ] If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

Colossians 3:3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
Colossians 3:6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming.

Colossians 3:12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing
one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God.
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Colossians 3:17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Colossians 4:3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for
the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison—
Colossians 4:11 and Jesus who is called Justus. These are the only men of the
circumcision among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and they have been a
comfort to me.

Colossians 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you,
always struggling on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully
assured in all the will of God.

1 & 2 THESSALONIANS

1 Thessalonians 1:1 [ Greeting ] Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,To the church of the
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

1 Thessalonians 1:2 [ The Thessalonians’ Faith and Example ] We give thanks to God
always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,

1 Thessalonians 1:3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and

1 Thessalonians 1:4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you,

1 Thessalonians 1:8 For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in
Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need
not say anything.

1 Thessalonians 1:9 For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,
1 Thessalonians 2:2 But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at
Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in
the midst of much conflict.

1 Thessalonians 2:4 but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the
gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to please God who tests our hearts.

1 Thessalonians 2:5 For we never came with words of flattery, as you know, nor with a
pretext for greed— God is witness.

1 Thessalonians 2:8 So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share
with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you had become
very dear to us.

1 Thessalonians 2:9 For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night
and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, while we proclaimed to you the
gospel of God.

1 Thessalonians 2:10 You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and
blameless was our conduct toward you believers.

1 Thessalonians 2:12 we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged
you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.

1 Thessalonians 2:13 And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of
men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.
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1 Thessalonians 2:14 For you, brothers, became imitators of the churches of God in
Christ Jesus that are in Judea. For you suffered the same things from your own
countrymen as they did from the Jews,

1 Thessalonians 2:15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out,
and displease God and oppose all mankind

1 Thessalonians 2:16 by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be
saved—so as always to fill up the measure of their sins. But God’s wrath has come upon
them at last!

1 Thessalonians 3:2 and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the
gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith,

1 Thessalonians 3:9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy
that we feel for your sake before our God,

1 Thessalonians 3:11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct
our way to you,

1 Thessalonians 3:13 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before
our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

1 Thessalonians 4:1 [ A Life Pleasing to God ] Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge
you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please
God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more.

1 Thessalonians 4:3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain
from sexual immorality;

1 Thessalonians 4:5 not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God;

1 Thessalonians 4:7 For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness.

1 Thessalonians 4:8 Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God,
who gives his Holy Spirit to you.

1 Thessalonians 4:9 Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to
write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another,

1 Thessalonians 4:14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.

1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And
the dead in Christ will rise first.

1 Thessalonians 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ,

1 Thessalonians 5:18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.

1 Thessalonians 5:23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and
may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

2 Thessalonians 1:1 [ Greeting ] Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,To the church of the
Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

2 Thessalonians 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

2 Thessalonians 1:3 [ Thanksgiving ] We ought always to give thanks to God for you,
brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one
of you for one another is increasing.
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2 Thessalonians 1:4 Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for
your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are
enduring.

2 Thessalonians 1:5 [ The Judgment at Christ’s Coming ] This is evidence of the
righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God,
for which you are also suffering—

2 Thessalonians 1:6 since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those
who afflict you,

2 Thessalonians 1:8 in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know
God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

2 Thessalonians 1:11 To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you
worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by
his power,

2 Thessalonians 1:12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and
you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 Thessalonians 2:4 who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or
object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to
be God.

2 Thessalonians 2:11 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may
believe what is false,

2 Thessalonians 2:13 [ Stand Firm ] But we ought always to give thanks to God for
you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved,
through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.

2 Thessalonians 2:16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who
loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace,

2 Thessalonians 3:5 May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the
steadfastness of Christ.

1 & 2 TIMOTHY

1 Timothy 1:1 [ Greeting ] Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our
Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope,

1 Timothy 1:2 To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Timothy 1:4 nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which
promote speculations rather than the stewardship from God that is by faith.

1 Timothy 1:11 in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with
which | have been entrusted.

1 Timothy 1:17 To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.

1 Timothy 2:2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful
and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.

1 Timothy 2:3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,

1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus,
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1 Timothy 2:10 but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good
works.

1 Timothy 3:5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how
will he care for God’s church?

1 Timothy 3:14 [ The Mystery of Godliness ] | hope to come to you soon, but I am
writing these things to you so that,

1 Timothy 3:15 if | delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of
God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.

1 Timothy 3:16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He was
manifested in the flesh,vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the
nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.

1 Timothy 4:3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God created
to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.

1 Timothy 4:4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it
is received with thanksgiving,

1 Timothy 4:5 for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.

1 Timothy 4:7 Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for
godliness;

1 Timothy 4:8 for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every
way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.

1 Timothy 4:10 For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the
living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.

1 Timothy 5:4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show
godliness to their own household and to make some return to their parents, for this is
pleasing in the sight of God.

1 Timothy 5:5 She who is truly a widow, left all alone, has set her hope on God and
continues in supplications and prayers night and day,

1 Timothy 5:21 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels I
charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, doing nothing from partiality.

1 Timothy 6:1 Let all who are under a yoke as slaves regard their own masters as
worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and the teaching may not be reviled.

1 Timothy 6:3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound
words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness,

1 Timothy 6:5 and constant friction among people who are depraved in mind and
deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain.

1 Timothy 6:6 Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment,

1 Timothy 6:11 [ Fight the Good Fight of Faith ] But as for you, O man of God, flee
these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.

1 Timothy 6:13 | charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of
Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession,

1 Timothy 6:17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to
set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with
everything to enjoy.

2 Timothy 1:1 [ Greeting ] Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God according
to the promise of the life that is in Christ Jesus,
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2 Timothy 1:2 To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

2 Timothy 1:3 [ Guard the Deposit Entrusted to You ] | thank God whom | serve, as did
my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as | remember you constantly in my prayers night
and day.

2 Timothy 1:6 For this reason | remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in
you through the laying on of my hands,

2 Timothy 1:7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-
control.

2 Timothy 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me
his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God,

2 Timothy 2:9 for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word
of God is not bound!

2 Timothy 2:14 [ A Worker Approved by God ] Remind them of these things, and charge
them before God not to quarrel about words, which does no good, but only ruins the
hearers.

2 Timothy 2:15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who
has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:19 But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: "The Lord knows
those who are his,” and, "Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from
iniquity."

2 Timothy 2:25 correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them
repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth,

2 Timothy 3:1 [ Godlessness in the Last Days ] But understand this, that in the last days
there will come times of difficulty.

2 Timothy 3:4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God,

2 Timothy 3:5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such
people.

2 Timothy 3:10 [ All Scripture Is Breathed Out by God ] You, however, have followed
my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my
steadfastness,

2 Timothy 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be
persecuted,

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,

2 Timothy 3:17 that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 4:1 [ Preach the Word ] I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:
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TITUS

Titus 1:1[ Greeting ] Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake
of the faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with
godliness,

Titus 1:2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages
began

Titus 1:3 and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching with
which | have been entrusted by the command of God our Savior;

Titus 1:4 To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

Titus 1:7 For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be
arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain,

Titus 1:16 They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are
detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work.

Titus 2:5 to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own
husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.

Titus 2:10 not pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything they may adorn
the doctrine of God our Savior.

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,

Titus 2:12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age,

Titus 2:13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ,

Titus 3:4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,
Titus 3:8 The saying is trustworthy, and | want you to insist on these things, so that
those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works.
These things are excellent and profitable for people.

PHILEMON

Philemon 1:3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Philemon 1:4 [ Philemon’s Love and Faith ] | thank my God always when | remember
you in my prayers,
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