Paul, His Life
and Teachings

Paul’s Theology
God (Part 1)

Lesson 38

Biblical-1 iteracy.com

© Copyright 2008 by W. Mark Lanier. Permission hereby granted to reprint this
document in its entirety without change, with reference given, and not for financial

profit.






Who is God?

 NEW
CATHOLIC
ENCYCLOPEDIA

| D

| 58D~

ECONT EDITRON

 The Supreme Being



Who is God?

 NEW
CATHOLIC
ENCYCLOPEDIA

ETR

|<ab”

SECOND EDITRON

 The Supreme Being
* Provident Conserver and
Governor of the Universe



Who is God?

 NEW
CATHOLIC
ENCYCLOPEDIA

ETR

|<ab”

SECOND EDITRON

 The Supreme Being

* Provident Conserver and
Governor of the Universe
« Omniscient



:  The Supreme Bein
Who is God? . ProvideFr)n Conservgr and
Governor of the Universe
« Omniscient
e  All-powerful and free

CATHOLIC
ENCYCLOPEDIA

TR
‘\




:  The Supreme Being
Who is God? . provident Conserver and
Governor of the Universe
e Omniscient
 All-powerful and free
NEW
CATHOLIC * The Creator to whom
ENCYCLOPEDIA
TR creatures owe homage,
b~

respect and obedience




:  The Supreme Being
Who is God? * Provident Conserver and
Governor of the Universe
e Omniscient

 All-powerful and free
NEW

CATHOLIC  The Creator to whom
ENCY E[}_I’fE.DH

creatures owe homage,
respect and obedience
 The Sovereign Good




Who is God?

NEW
CATHOLIC
ENCYCLOPEDIA

 The Supreme Being

* Provident Conserver and
Governor of the Universe
e Omniscient
 All-powerful and free

* The Creator to whom
creatures owe homage,
respect and obedience
 The Sovereign Good
 The Supernatural source
of Revelation



Who is God?

NEW
CATHOLIC
ENCYCLOPEDIA

 The Supreme Being

* Provident Conserver and
Governor of the Universe

e Omniscient

 All-powerful and free

* The Creator to whom
creatures owe homage,
respect and obedience
 The Sovereign Good
 The Supernatural source
of Revelation

 The Godhead composed of
three Divine Persons in one
divine nature



What does Paul
write/say about
God?
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Tigers really don’t
sing...

Or dance...

Or play with Pooh
Bears



Tigger is an
“Anthropomorphism”

Ascribing human forms on

non-humans!



Anthropomorphisms help us
understand things beyond us.




The Old Testament uses

anthropomorphisms
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Remember Paul was a devout Jew
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Paul said the Ol
Testament was
“breathed by God”
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So God created man in his own image,
In the iImage of God he created him;
male and female he created them
(Gen 1:27)




The story of history is a flip of creation!




The story of history is a flip of creation!

History has man creating god in his

own image, in the image of man he

created gods; male and female he
created them
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“They exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
iImages resembling mortal man and birds and animals...
They exchanged the truth of God for a lie and
worshipped the creature rather than the Creator, who is

blessed forever! Amen. (Rom 1:23-25)
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“You shall not make
for yourself any
carved image...”

(Ex 20:4)
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“No one
comprehends
[l the thoughts
1} of God except

Il the Spirit of
God”
(1 Cor 2:11)




“The blessed and Only
Sovereign, the King of
kings and Lord of lords,
who alone has
Immortality, who dwells
INn unapproachable light,
whom no one has ever
seen or can see. To him
be honor and eternal
dominion. Amen.”
(1 Tim 6:15-16)
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% Oh, the depths of the rlches and wisdom
L 1§ and knowledge of God! How unsearchable
are his judgments and how inscrutable his
ways! (Rom 11:33)







“The God, who made the world and
everything in it, being Lord of heaven
and earth, does not live in temples made

by man, nor is he served by human |
hands, as though he needed anything, |




their way toward him and find him...
% Being then God's offspring, we ought not
| to think that the divine being is like gold ¢
or silver or stone, an image formed by
the art and imagination of man.”




“The times of ignorance God
overlooked, but now he commands all
people everywhere to repent, because

he has fixed a day on which he will
judge the world in righteousness by a |

man whom he has appointed; and of this
he has given assurance to all by raising

him from the dead.”
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With that background, we
now consider how Paul
anthropomorphizes God
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The “wrath” of God

“Because of your hard and |mpen|tent heart you

are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of

wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be
revealed”

(Rom 2:5)




The “wrath” of God

“Since, therefore, we have
now been justified by his
blood, much more shall we
be saved by him from the
wrath of God”




The “wrath” of God
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“Beloved, never
avenge yourselves,
but leave it to the
wrath of God”

(Rom 12:19)




The “wrath” of God

you with empty |
words, for because of |

ings the
(Eph 5:6)
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Is wrath a temper tantrum?




Wrath is the natural consequence
of sin and disobedience

If you stick your hand in fire, you will get
burned



Before we leave
anthropomorphismes...
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Points for
Home

“God created man in his
image” (Gen 1:27)



Points for
Home

“How unsearchable are his
judgments and how
inscrutable his ways!”
(Rom 1133)

Yet God is still KNOWABLE ...
He has revealed himself!




Points for
Home

A light to our path

“The wrath of God is
revealed from heaven

against all ungodliness”
(Rom1:18)
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