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Tigger is an 
“Anthropomorphism”



Tigger is an 
“Anthropomorphism”

Ascribing human forms on 
non-humans!



This week … God the “Father”
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3. Points 
for Home

A light to our path

God’s word



1. How did Paul understand 
the word “Father”?



1. How did Paul understand 
the word “Father”?

Paul, a “Hebrew of Hebrews
A “Pharisee of Pharisees”

Rabbinically trained





The “Old Testament”
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ab = “father”

Think “Abraham”
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ab is an “onomatopoeia”

“ab ba ba
ba ba”

abba is an 
affectionate 
form for ab



Not Your Father’s ABBA!



Let’s study ab in the “Old Testament”



ab can be someone who 
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ab can be someone who 
starts a movement

Jabal is the “father [ab
] of those who dwell in 

tents”
(Gen 4:20)



ab can be someone deserving 
special honor or respect



ab can be someone deserving 
special honor or respect

David calls King Saul 
“father [ab ]”

(1 Sam. 24:11)



ab can be one who takes extra 
care for those in need



ab can be one who takes extra 
care for those in need

Joseph calls himself a 
“father [ab ]” to Pharoah

(Gen. 45:8)



ab as a family father



Father [ab] has almost unlimited authority

UNLIMITED

(ALMOST)



WARNING!  Authority is not always 
exercised properly!



Children are taught to honor their 
father



Father is the one who shapes the 
family



The father was responsible for 
protecting his children



The father was responsible for 
training his children



The father was responsible for 
teaching his children



It is rare in the Old Testament to 
find God called one’s Father



But Paul calls God “Father” over 
and over again
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Where did all 
this come 
from?



“Our Father in heaven…”



God (Father) started a movement!

God called Abraham 
from Ur and promised 
him, “In you shall all 

the nations be 
blessed” (Ga. 3:8)



God (Father) merits special honor 
and respect!

The crucified and 
resurrected Messiah 

brings every knee to bow 
“to the glory of God the 

Father”
(Phil. 2:5-11)



God (Father) takes extra care for 
those in need!

God shows his love for 
us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died 

for us.”
(Rom. 5:8)



God (Father) as a parent has 
unlimited authority!

UNLIMITED

(ALMOST)



God (Father) as a parent has 
unlimited authority!

UNLIMITED



We are to honor God the Father

Give “thanks always 
and for everything to 
God our Father in the 

name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ”
(Eph. 5:20)



We are to honor God the Father

“glory forever and 
ever” to “God our 

Father”
(Phil. 4:20)
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God the Father is the one who 
shapes his family

“But who are you, O man, to answer back to 
God? Will what is molded say to its molder, 

‘Why have you made me thus?’ Has the potter 
no right over the clay?” (Rom. 9:20-21)
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God the Father is responsible for 
protecting his children

“God our Father, who loved us and gave us 
eternal comfort and good hope through grace”

(2 Thess. 2:16)



God the Father is responsible for 
training his children



The father was responsible for 
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The father was responsible for 
teaching his children

“These things God has revealed to us through 
the Spirit” (1 Cor. 2:10)



Consider closely the family bond

And because you are 
sons, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts crying, Abba 
Father” (Gal 4:6)



Remember Paul was a devout Jew

You have received the 
Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we 
cry, Abba! Father!”

(Rom 8:15)



A light to our path

God’s word Points for 
Home

“There is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and 
for whom we exist”

(1 Cor 8:6)



A light to our path

God’s word Points for 
Home

“What son is there 
whom his father does 

not discipline?”
(Heb 12:7)



A light to our path

God’s word Points for 
Home

“God has sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, 
crying, ‘Abba Father’”

(Gal 4:6)

“ab ba ba
ba ba”


	This week … God the “Father”
	Greek for the day: “Anthropomorphize”
	Hebrew for the day: “Father”
	ab is an “onomatopoeia”
	
	ab is an “onomatopoeia”
	Not Your Father’s ABBA!
	Let’s study ab in the “Old Testament”
	ab can be someone who starts a movement
	ab can be someone deserving special honor or respect
	ab can be one who takes extra care for those in need
	ab as a family father
	Father [ab] has almost unlimited authority
	WARNING!  Authority is not always exercised properly!
	Children are taught to honor their father
	Father is the one who shapes the family
	The father was responsible for protecting his children
	The father was responsible for training his children
	The father was responsible for teaching his children
	It is rare in the Old Testament to find God called one’s Father
	But Paul calls God “Father” over and over again
	Where did all this come from?
	“Our Father in heaven…”
	God (Father) started a movement!
	God (Father) merits special honor and respect!
	God (Father) takes extra care for those in need!
	God (Father) as a parent has unlimited authority!
	We are to honor God the Father
	We are to honor God the Father
	God the Father is the one who shapes his family
	God the Father is responsible for protecting his children
	God the Father is responsible for training his children
	The father was responsible for teaching his children
	Consider closely the family bond
	Remember Paul was a devout Jew
	Points for Home
	Points for Home
	Points for Home

